				[image: ]

	[image: ]







			INVESTMENTS



	



		MORTGAGES



	



		PENSIONS





		PROTECTION












				
. 
Have we seen the bottom of the markets?

The financial volatility and fall out from the Liz Truss “mini budget” seriously affected the UK Gilt and Bond markets. This affected all other international financial markets with falls in the major international stock markets such as the FT100; US DOW, the French CAC40 and the German DAX.   The world had lost confidence in the globally important UK financial markets and the political stability of the Government.   The 29th September 2022 marked the low point in all the major stock markets at roughly the same time.  Let us all hope that this marked the bottom of the markets at this time.

Since then, we have seen a change in the UK Prime Minister (who the City know and like) and international markets have stabilized and confidence has returned in the UK Government.  So, it is encouraging to see that confidence and a more positive attitude has returned to the Equity markets. 

Not only to our own FT100 stock market but to all other stock markets around the world.  There is more of a sense of optimism in the markets particularly in the European markets.  The price of gas has fallen from a unit price of 340 to now below 100.  Europe now has enough supplies of gas in storage to cover the winter.  International trade supply lines have shortened in time and inflation has steadied and is starting to come down. 

Only today the US inflation rate came down from 8.2% to 7.7%,  a much greater fall than the markets expected.  As a consequence, stock markets rallied and continued to steadily climb back towards previous values.  The following graphs of the FT100; US DOW; French CAC40; and the German DAX clearly illustrate that markets are on the turn and on the way up.   We look forward for this trend to continue.

Keep safe and take care.

Regards

Ray
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			National Insurance: Will tax cut save me money?

click the button below to read the article
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